158	HUMAN LIFE IN RUSSIA
system to survive every blow. This proves that these men's
original protests were not inspired by fears of the consequences
of agricultural collapse, famine and the like, but by appre-
hension that the Soviet system might not succeed in meeting
such shocks. From this standpoint it appears reasonable that
Communists of every shade of opinion should now be speaking
of Stalin's historic victory, and that it was possible for the
delegates at the Moscow Communist Congress, at the moment
when the most dreadful distress was prevailing in various
regions of the country, sincerely to describe the results of
Stalin's policy as the victorious communization of industry.
Significantly enough, not a single word was said at the Moscow
Congress about the question of the famine and its attendant
phenomena.
Admittedly many of these praises gave the impression
that their authors were officials anxious to curry favour with
the dictator, the master of the lives and fortunes of every
Communist in Russia. On reading a report of any session of
the Moscow Congress, one is amazed at the inflated language
in which all speakers without exception saw fit to laud Stalin.
Even those ignorant of the Russian language can obtain some
impression of this adulation when they look at the printed
speeches and see Stalin's name recurring constantly in enormous
black type. Such an attitude becomes intelligible if it is remem-
bered that the last party purge in the autumn of 1933 "elimi-
nated," Le. expelled, nearly 20 per cent and in some regions
nearly 25 per cent of all party members. One appreciates that
certain delegates must have appeared to render their public
account before the dictator with internal tremors.
Michael Kolytsov, the eminent Soviet journalist, describes
how one delegate after the other mounted the rostrum, each
well knowing that while he was speaking he was being weighed
in the scales. How much ability had such-and-such an official
displayed while leading his troops in the fight for Socialist
How did he organize his comrades and how

